It’s Your Choice!
By Edward A Bissett
There is a joke about a man who
survived his boat sinking in the middle
of the ocean. He has nothing on which
to cling and nowhere to which he can
swim. Realising the hopelessness of
his situation he cries out to the Lord to
save him. After swimming for some
time a ship sees him in the water and
offers to rescue him. However, he
waves them off and declares that his
hope is in the Lord and the Lord will
save him. He swims a little further
and a helicopter spots him. They offer to rescue the man, but again he refused, declaring that the Lord will save
him. Next, a submarine offers to save
the man, but he still insists that the
Lord will save him and swims on. Finally, he drowns and his soul goes to
heaven. When he stands before the
Lord, he complains that he had called
on God to save him, but he had died.
The Lord responded by pointing out
that He had sent a ship, a helicopter
and a submarine to save him, but he
had chosen to reject them.
Sadly, there are many people today,
who will be let down when they stand

before God. These are doing the best
they can, hoping that trying to live a
good life and doing no harm they can
earn God’s favour and a way into
heaven. However, they will be disappointed, to hear the Lord telling them
to depart from Him like those in Matthew 7:21-23. “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
    
doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven.
Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works?

And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.”
Take note that those mentioned in
Matthew 7 were doing their best for
the Lord, but failed to do the will of
the Father. This is true for those today, who are doing the best they can.
We need to understand that God
has provided the means for all men to
come to Him and find acceptance. In
order to receive His acceptance, we
Billy Spence
must use the way He has provided for
By Edward Rea
us. God has clearly told us it is His
will for us to be redeemed. The
choice we must make is: do we accept what He has provided or do we
continue to do things our own way.
The first thing to understanding the
will of God for each of us is that God
For many years the Gospel was
wants us to repent concerning our sin. faithfully preached on a Sunday after1Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack noon at the Custom House steps in
concerning his promise, as some men Belfast. Large crowds gathered, some
          to listen as the gospel was being
to us-ward, not willing that any preached and others to heckle and
should perish, but that all should challenge the speakers. Many came to
come to repentance.”
faith in Christ as a result of what they
It is important to understand heard there.
that
One such person was Billy Spence
God is looking for a change of heart. from the Shankill Road. Although
If there is a real change of the heart, dead for many years I often heard peothere will be an effort to change our ple speak of Billy. He worked as the
behaviour. Proverbs 4:3, tells us that man in charge of a large flat-bottomed
we do what is in our heart. “Keep thy barge that carried mud dredged from
            Belfast harbour out to sea where it was
dumped.
are the issues of life.”

However, our best efforts are
doomed to failure. You and I can not
change what we are. We were born
into this world with a sin nature.
Psalm 51:5 “Behold, I was shapen in
    
 
conceive me.”
Many people wrongly think that
what they do makes them a sinner.
The truth is that what we do
demonstrates what we are. My sinning does not make me a sinner,
rather it reveals the true nature of who
I am. It is this that I must be sorry for
in my heart.
A good illustration of this is the
thief on the cross. He recognised that
he was justly condemned to death.
He was quite literally only a few
hours from his death. Being nailed to
a cross and dying, limited what he
was able to do. There was nothing he
could do to pay for his sin. This
shows us that heart-felt repentance

The Lord Crowded Out
My day was filled with many things,
Some that I cared a lot about,
For I had planned each moment full,
But my Lord was crowded out.
I really meant to read His Word,
To pray with heart devour--But things just crowded in until
My Lord was crowded out.
For things I wanted most to do
The time I found, without a doubt,
And somehow days were oft the same:
My Lord was crowded out.
    
    
For He alone who’s all in all
My heart had crowded out.
At last I’ve learned to plan ‘round Him
Though friends may plead and pout:
And days are doubly full and rich
Since He’s not crowded out.
---Florence White Willett
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does not require any outward action.
Rather, it is a sincere acknowledgement that we are sinners, who deserve
God’s wrath and punishment.
Luke 23:40-42 “But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the
same condemnation?


the due reward of our deeds: but this
man hath done nothing amiss.
And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy
kingdom.”
The story of the thief on the cross
leads on to the second part of God’s
will that enables us to go to heaven.
Having repented of our sin, we must
call on the Lord to do for us, what we
can not do on our own.
1Timothy 2:4-6 “Who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man
  
Who gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time.”
This passage makes it clear that it
is God’s will for everyone to be saved.
The means of that salvation is by coming to a knowledge of the truth. The
truth we must come to understand is
then stated in verses 5 and 6.
Billy was a drunkard who spent
his earnings on drink. Indeed he was
so addicted to drink that he pawned

many of his possessions to get the
money to purchase it. He was involved in many fights and brawls in
his drunken state and did the most outlandish things. On one occasion he
jumped through the plate glass window of a public house. It would often
take several policemen to escort him
to the Police Station when he was arrested.
Billy visited the Custom House
steps one Sunday afternoon during the
early 1890’s. His drinking and unrestrained lifestyle had brought him to a
crisis. As he stood there amongst the
crowd listening to the preaching he
was
gripped
by
the
word
‘ETERNITY’.

The first thing is that we need a
mediator. That is, someone who will
act as a go between and come to God
the Father for us. Verse 5 tells us
there is one and only one who can
fulfil this reol, “the man Christ
Jesus”. Jesus told us the same thing
in John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I
am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by
me.”
So, if we are going to find acceptance with God the Father, we
must come to Him through the Son.
Any other approach will result in our
rejection by the Lord.
Verse 6
explains why Jesus is the only way to
the Father. He gave Himself as a ransom for all.
When you think of a ransom
being given, it is usually to purchase
something. The ransom that Jesus
paid was for our sin. Our sin has
separated us from God and
condemned us to eternal punishment.
We can not pay the debt of sin we
owe and need someone to pay our
debt for us. Jesus willingly gave
Himself as the payment or ransom for
our sin. In doing this He has provided eternal redemption for those who
come to God by him.
Hebrews 9:11-12 “But Christ being
come an high priest of good things to
come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that
        

Neither by the blood of goats and
calves, but by his own blood he
entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption
for us.”
Since God has provided the way
for the forgiveness of sin, we are
without excuse. He will not force us
to accept this payment of our sin, but,
if we reject it, God cannot be blamed.
There are basically two choices we
must make to have God’s approval.
First, we must honestly face the
reality of what we are. Seeing our sin
as an offence to God, we must choose
to repent or we will perish. For most
people this is the most difficult
decision.

Eternity time soon will end
Its fleeting moments pass away
    
Eternity’s unchanging day?
      
In hell for all eternity?
It was the first time that Billy
had given thought to eternity or the
eternal destination of his soul. For
several sleepless nights he was
haunted by the thought of it until he
could stick it no longer. In deep
distress and burdened by his sin he
knelt down in the flat-bottomed
barge, as it carried its cargo of mud
out to sea, and cried to God for
mercy.

We want to think we are not really all
that bad. The truth is that we are all
sinners at heart and what we do proves
what we are. Try to go a week without
sinning. You will not make it through a
single day. The second choice we must
make is to accept the ransom that Jesus
provided as payment for our sin. This
is an act of faith. By believing that the
Father is satisfied with the offering of
His Son for the payment of our sin debt,
God is able to cancel the debt on our
account and gives eternal redemption.
John 1:11-12 “He came unto his own,
and his own received him not.

But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his
name:”
It’s Your Choice! What will you
choose to do? There is no middle
ground in this matter. Either you accept
the way God has provided or you reject
it. Failure to act is an act of failure that
will result in God rejecting you.
-End-
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God answered Billy’s prayer because the Lord gave him beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning and
the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness. The change in his life was
dramatic. He finished with the old life
style of brawling and boozing and he
became a disciple of the Lord Jesus
Christ witnessing for him to all and
sundry.
One day a man who was drunk
travelled by train in the same carriage
as Billy. He objected to Billy singing
a hymn softly. When Billy continued
to sing, the man punched him in the
face. Prior to his conversion he would
have given this man a beating but on
this occasion he did not retaliate. He
wiped the blood from his face and
continued to sing.
The incident
marked the dramatic change that Jesus
Christ had made in the life of Billy
Spence.
Hundreds were converted to Christ
through the life and testimony of Billy
Spence at home and abroad. It is commonly reported that on one occasion
when preaching in the open air he was
asked by a bystander, “Spence do you
really believe that Jesus changed water
into wine”? Billy responded immediately, “Yes, in my house he changed
wine into furniture”. Billy passed into
the presence of the Saviour he loved
and served at the beginning of 1924.
Down through the centuries of
time countless thousands of men and
women enslaved by sin and burdened

by their guilt have found forgiveness,
deliverance and peace by trusting
Christ as their Saviour. Before his
birth the angel said to Joseph in a
dream, “You shall call his name JESUS for he shall save his people from
their sins” (Matt. 1 v 21). The writer
in the book of Hebrews reminds us
that, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday today and forever”, therefore, he
can still do for men and women today
what he did for Billy Spence so long
ago. Three times in the Bible we read
that, “Whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord (like Billy Spence
did) shall be saved” (Joel 2 v 32 , Acts
2 v 21, Rom. 10 v 13).
-End-
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