How Can a God of Love
Send Anyone to Hell?
By Edward Bissett
I have been asked this question on a number
of occasions and this deserves an honest
answer. Anyone, who asks this question, is
showing they lack an understanding of what
the Bible teaches about the character and
nature of both God and man. I accept that
love is an attribute of God for the Bible
declares this to be the truth. (1John 4:8 He
       
love.) However, to insist that this aspect of
God’s nature can override the other facets of
His nature is to ignore the clear teaching of
the Scriptures. Also, the Bible teaches that
man is a free moral agent with a free will.
Therefore we are both responsible and
accountable for our actions. (Matt 12: 36
But I say unto you, that every idle word that
men shall speak, they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgment.)
When we consider the character and nature
of God, we are looking at a vast subject. So,
I will limit the area of our discussion to
those facets of God’s nature that will not
allow God to simply turn a blind eye to sin.
While I believe that God is sovereign, His
own nature places limitations on His actions.
God is holy and as a result of this He is separate from sin and sinners. (Heb 7:26 For
such an high priest became us, who is holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners,
and made higher than the heavens.) So, God
cannot sin because this would violate this
attribute of God. (Titus 1:2 In hope of
eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began.) God is
righteous. (Psalm 19:9 The fear of the
LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judg-

ments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether.) Also, God is just. (Isa 45:21
                
take counsel together: who hath declared this
from ancient time? who hath told it from that
time? have not I the LORD? and there is no
              
       .) Because God
is just, He cannot ignore sin. Sin demands
punishment. (Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin
              
through Jesus Christ our Lord.) Any action
God takes must keep these attributes in harmony with each other. (Eph 1:11 In whom
also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of
him who worketh all things after the counsel
of his own will.)
Now we need to understand the character
and nature of man. The Bible teaches us that
man was created in the image of God. (Gen
1:27 So God created man in his own image,
               
and female created he them.) God is a free
moral agent but is bound by his nature to
choose and act in harmony with his attributes. In creating man in his own image, God
made man a free moral agent, who is responsible and accountable for his choices and
actions. (Rom 14: 11 For it is written, As I
live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall confess to God.
12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.) In order for man
to exercise free will, he had to be presented
with a choice. Hence, the command not to
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil. Gen 2:17 But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.)

We know that Adam and Eve chose to disobey God, which brought sin into the world.
The Bible teaches that the sin nature has been
passed down from generation to generation.
(Rom 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin
             
so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned.) Each child that is born is formed in
the womb with a sin nature. (Psalm 51:5
           
did my mother conceive me.) The New Testament confirms this truth for us. (Eph 2:1 And
you hath he quickened, who were dead in tres           
walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all
had our conversation in times past in the lusts
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh
      
dren of wrath, even as others.) Man does not
become a sinner when he disobeys God. He
disobeys God because he is a sinner. We try
to train our children to do the opposite of their
nature. We want our children to be truthful
and not to lie. However, everyone tells lies. It
is in our nature to lie. We try to teach our
children to obey, but it is in their nature to
disobey.

LOOK, NO HANDS!
By Dan Wooding

Another of God’s attributes is omniscience, all
knowing. God knew what would happen if
He gave man a free will. This shows that God
places a high value on free will. Also, the
Bible tells us that God made provision for the
fact that man would rebel against His will.
We are told that Jesus Christ is the Lamb of
God slain before the foundation of the world.
(1Peter 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation
            
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot: 20
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these
last times for you) So, before God created the
world and put Adam and Eve into the Garden

Brian said that a doctor had prescribed
Thalidomide to his mother, he replied,
"During the first month of Mum's pregnancy,
she was prescribed two tablets by our doctor
to assist in alleviating 'morning sickness'.
Back in the early 1960's most countries
around the world felt the impact of the drug
Thalidomide. Thalidomide was hailed as 'a
wonder drug' being completely safe even for
pregnant women. There are about 450 surviving Thalidomide's in the British Isles today,
with approximately 10,000 throughout the
rest of the world."

Brian Gault was born
without arms, but instead
of being angry, this
courageous man has
turned his setback to a vibrant witness to
the power of God's grace as he has struggled
to prove himself “normal” in an abnormal
world.
Brian released a book in the UK – February,
2000 called "Look, No Hands!" (Hodder and
Stoughton) and is "over the moon" at the
overwhelming response, now into its 6th
reprint. In a forward to the book, Joni Eareckson Tada - herself a quadriplegic wrote, "Like
me, you will think, if this gentleman can, by
the grace of God, overcome his limitations, I
can too."
In an interview, in which he typed his
answers to my questions with his toes on his
laptop computer from his home in the Isle of
Man, Brian explained, "I was born in Belfast,
Northern Ireland on the 23rd September
1961. My parents, William and Isobel, lived
in a farming community 15 miles north of
Belfast, on a smallholding near the town of
Ballyclare, in beautiful County Antrim.

of Eden, He had a plan to redeem mankind
from their sin. The plan had to maintain the
harmony of His nature, while dealing with
the reality of sin.
Adam and Eve brought sin into the world
and the sin nature is passed on to every
child born into this world. The result is that
we are born under the condemnation of sin.
(John 3:18 He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God.)
Since we are already
condemned it is not God who is sending us
to hell. This is the deserved end of all who
will not listen to God’s offer of redemption.
(Rom 2:3 And thinkest thou this, O man,
that judgest them which do such things, and
doest the same, that thou shalt escape the
judgment of God? 4 Or despisest thou the
riches of his goodness and forbearance and
       
ness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5
But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
         
every man according to his deeds.)
The dilemma for God was how can His
justice, which demands sin be punished, be
reconciled with His love for mankind? The
only solution was for God in the person of
His Son to be punished in our place. (Rom
5: 8 But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we

He went on, "My mother knew that something was not quite right. Then, the doctor
who delivered me, shared with my mother
that her third child, was born without both
arms. Her response was complete numbness
and shock for several days. Thankfully, a
cousin, also a doctor heard, and shared with
my mother that there had been other babies
born in recent months without limbs, like her
Brian. This was just sufficient comfort to
help mum cope, and gradually realize “it
wasn't her fault."
Brian went on: "At the age of two-and-half, I
was sent to Edinburgh, in Scotland to be
fitted with artificial-arms. Up until this time,
I was doing everything with my toes, using
them just like fingers. I grew to eat, write,
draw and play with my toes. This is when it
truly hit-me between the eyes that I was
different! Yet, as a very young child, I kept
asking myself why I needed these heavy,
cumbersome metal contraptions on my wee
shoulders?
PEELED AN ORANGE WITH HIS TOES

"Living in a farming community as a little
boy, my first school had only 26 pupils and
one teacher. Whereas, the other children had
a desk and chair, I sat on the floor on a piece
of carpet, painting and drawing with my
toes. The teacher recalls how amazed she
was at how I peeled an orange with my toes.
It was decided that I needed much more
specialized support than the little country
school could give.
"My Mum and Dad went up to Fleming
Fulton School in Belfast, they heard a talk
from a Mr. Wilkie from the USA who had
no arms, 'Just like our Brian'. Well, Mum
and Dad were totally amazed at how full and
active a life he had, with a wife and family.
He took dollar notes out of his wallet with
his toes, and drove a motorcar. It was such a
confidence booster to my parents, and everyone who met Mr. Wilkie that day."

were yet sinners, Christ died for us.) We
see this concept was predicted in the Old
Testament. Isaiah 53 is one of many passages that deal with this truth. (Isa 53:10
     !"   
hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his
hand. 11 He shall see of the travail of his
soul, and shall be satisfied: by his
knowledge shall my

The Gault family eventually moved to the
Isle of Man to live, an island in the Irish Sea
with a population of about 75,000. "I was
eight at the time and other children there
had never met someone without arms," he
said. "For 52 years, I've been telling people
'My feet are my hands, except when I'm
walking on them'. Throughout my childhood at school I was given many challenges
to overcome using my toes. I learnt to swim
at seven years old, play many other sports,
horse-riding, table-tennis, plus practical
domestic chores like putting on and off my
  #$   clothes, light-switches, all with with my
bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore will I toes
divide him a portion with the great, and
    #      %    "I was never allowed to say the word
because he hath poured out his soul unto 'CAN'T' but rather 'TRY! TRY! TRY!' I've
death: and he was numbered with the trans- never been able to wash my hair, or tuck-in
             my shirt, but this was minor in contrast to
made intercession for the transgressors.) everything else."
The phrase, “when thou shalt make his soul Brian said he hated those artificial arms.
an offering for sin,” is conveyed in the New "The artificial-arms were strapped to my
Testament by the word, “propitiation.” chest and as I moved pressure-pads on my
Romans 3 gives the best explanation for shoulders, the arms moved up and down,"
how God can forgive sinners while remain- said Brian. "As I expanded my chesting a just God. (Rom 3: 24 Being justified muscles, the hooks would open and close.
freely by his grace through the redemption Oxygen gas cylinders powered the arms. I
that is in Christ Jehad to go to Edinburgh every four/six
months for new substitute arms. On the first
occasion 10 weeks, and felt abandoned, so
far from home in Northern Ireland.
"In later years, my visits became much
shorter, often about 10 days. The reality was
I'd do anything not to have the arms on.
Throughout my childhood years, the artificial arms were actually 'draining away' my
confidence instead of, as the professors
extolled they would build me up. After having 'arms' for 11 years, I'd had enough, and
thankfully the teachers at school had come
to the same conclusion regarding the metal
contraptions.
AN OKAY PERSON WITHOUT ARMS

sus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the remission
of sins that are past, through the forbearance
               
his righteousness: that he might be just, and
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.)
Man is already condemned to an eternity
separated from God in that place called hell.
Man cannot change his nature, nor can he
pay for his sins by good works. This is
where we see the love of God seeking to
change this situation by providing a means
of redemption. (2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some men
          ward, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance.) God
does not want anyone to go to hell. So, He
sent his Son to suffer on our behalf. (John
3: 16 For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.) However, God will not
violate man’s free will. He has provided the
means for redemption and forgiveness
through the offering of His Son and His

resurrection. (Rom 4: 25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again
for our justification.) It is now up to us to
acknowledge our need of forgiveness and
accepting the redemption God has provided.
We cannot blame God if we refuse to accept
His offer of salvation. In a very real sense,
we are sending ourselves to hell, while God
is trying to prevent this from happening.

home," he said. "We would sing choruses and
learn stories about Jesus and his friends. I
must be honest and say that I found church
very boring. It was only after a good friend
called Alan Wilson became a Christian, that I
saw such a difference in him. During my thirteenth year as well as getting rid of my artificial arms (physical burden), later that same
Brian said that after leaving school, he went
year I got rid of the (spiritual burden) of sin,
to college, and then began searching for a job. when I realized that Jesus died for me, had
"After many, many rejections, I was eventual- forgiven/accepted me as I am without arms.
ly given a three months trial period with the
The differences an overwhelming sense of
Isle of Man Government, working at the
peace, and a new longing to be with other
Harbour Office," he recalled. "My job
Christians for encourentailed doing ledger book-keeping, compil- agement."
ing reports for the various harbours on the
Isle of Man. Amazingly, my workmates were
so supportive, and actually encouraged me to
slow down a bit!"
Brian said that as he grew into a teenager, he
would get angry with his artificial arms. "I
took much of my anger and frustration out
through my temper tantrums with my metal
arms. It was not so much not having real arms
like other teenagers, but convincing others
that 'I’m an OK person without arms.'

Brian said that he did have a religious background in his life. "As a wee lad, I'd be sent
off to Sunday School at Ballylinney Presbyterian Church, literally two minutes from our

NOT A BIOLOGICAL ACCIDENT

established and during
August Brian
mar"At last I could thank God for creating me
ried “his wee treasure” May in County Anthe way I am," said Brian. "I became contrim. “During our first year of marriage I
vinced that I am not a biological accident
had so many opportunities to share throughwith a meaningless existence, but that in His
out the British Isles and especially here in
wisdom, God loved me and planned that I
Northern Ireland.” Brian says with a wide
should exist. He gave me a life that is both
grin “I am so glad that May now comes with
responsible and meaningful, and His plans
me as we travel.” Brian and May’s story
for me that are utterly good. I thanked Him
was turned into a 25-minute award winning
for the richness of life I enjoy, and asked
documentary for Ulster Television.
Him to forgive my doubts. I wondered and
praised that although God is so great and I
I then asked Brian what his message was to
am so insignificant among his creatures, He disabled people around the world. "Fully
has endowed me with value and worth in
grasp your potential in Christ Jesus," he
His kingdom.
said. "Each of us is of immense/great value
and worth to our Heavenly Father. We all
"Both Capernwray and Moorlands became
have a role within the body of believers,
invaluable inasmuch as they gave me a good
otherwise the local churches are missing
and firm foundation in Christian teaching,
such a blessing. (Luke 14:14).
studying, interaction with the various
"Personally, I believe that God will use my
communities, laughter and tears in the
friendships made, plus very special times to disability to help others come to faith in the
God who never makes mistakes or is surprised.
enjoy God.
He made me without arms for a purpose and I
Brian explained he met Joni Eareckson
trust He will use me to take His love to those
Tada. "I met Joni for the first
whom He has created to be 'different'. For 52
time in 1992 at a conference years I've had no arms, and known no other
in Holland, with its purpose way. My desires in the public arena are that
people see something of Jesus' character in an
to raise the awareness of disaimperfect body. Yet, in the sight of my Lord, I
bility within the Christian
church," said Brian. "Joni testi- know I'm whole. Still a sinner, saved by
fied to the scriptural truth that when we are grace."
available for Him in all our weaknesses and
He concluded by giving his favorite Bible
vulnerability, He is able to give us sufficient
verse, which is: "Now to Him who is able to
grace and strength for every task."
do immeasurably more than all we ask or
He said he received the motivation to write imagine according to His power that is at
the book after he saw a television documen- work within us." (Ephesians 3:20).
tary regarding Thalidomide being used to
help people suffering with leprosy in Brazil
and as a result sadly children are still being
born without limbs.
In April 2000, Look No Hands Ministry was
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