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Nabal and Abigail
Nabal
05037  נבלNabal naw-bawl’
the same as 05036; n pr m; [BDB-615a] {See TWOT on 1285 @@ "1285a" }
AV-Nabal 22; 22
Nabal= "fool"
1) a man of Carmel who spurned David’s messengers, then died of shock when he realised it might cause his death;
his case was pleaded by his wife Abigail who became David’s wife after his death
05036  נבלnabal naw-bawl’
from 05034; adj; [BDB-614b] {See TWOT on 1285 @@ "1285a" }
AV-fool 9, foolish 5, vile person 2, foolish man 1, foolish women 1; 18
1) foolish, senseless, fool
Nabal 05037  נבלNabal naw-bawl’
Description of Nabal’s Charater:
1Sam 25:3 Now the name of the man was Nabal <05037>; and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman of
good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was of
the house of Caleb.
4 And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal <05037> did shear his sheep.
5 And David sent out ten young men, and David said unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal
<05037>, and greet him in my name:
1Sam 25:14 But one of the young men told Abigail <026>, Nabal’s wife, saying, Behold, David sent messengers out
of the wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on them.
Isa 32:5 The vile person <05036> shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl <03596> said to be
bountiful.
6 For the vile person <05036> will speak villany, and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy,
and to utter error against the LORD, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of
the thirsty to fail.
churlish

07186  השׁקqasheh kaw-sheh’
AV-stiffnecked + 06203 6, hard 5, roughly 5, cruel 3, grievous 3, sore 2, churlish 1, hardhearted 1, heavy 1, misc 9; 36
1) hard, cruel, severe, obstinate 1a) hard, difficult 1b) severe 1c) fierce, intense, vehement 1d) stubborn, stiff of
neck, stiff-necked 1e) rigorous (of battle)
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Deut 9:13 Furthermore the LORD spake unto me, saying, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked
<07186> people:
Isa 48:4 Because I knew that thou art obstinate <07186>, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass;
Eze 3:7 But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of
Israel are impudent and hardhearted <07186>.  השׁקqasheh kaw-sheh’
Jerm 25:5 They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in
the land that the LORD hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever:
Evil
07451  רעra‘ rah or fem.  רעהra‘ah
AV-evil 442, wickedness 59, wicked 25, mischief 21, hurt 20, bad 13, trouble 10, sore 9, affliction 6, ill 5, adversity 4,
favoured 3, harm 3, naught 3, noisome 2, grievous 2, sad 2, misc 34; 663
Jerm 25:5 They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in
the land that the LORD hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever: Nabal is dismissive and
Disrespectful of David and his men:
1Sam 25:9 And when David’s young men came, they spake to Nabal <05037> according to all those words in the
name of David, and ceased.
10 And Nabal <05037> answered David’s servants, and said, Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? there be
many servants now a days that break away every man from his master.
11 Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men,
whom I know not whence they be?
Nabal gets drunk:
1Sam 25:36 And Abigail came to Nabal <05037>; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the feast of a king;
and Nabal’s <05037> heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or
more, until the morning light.
Prov 23:29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds
without cause? who hath redness of eyes?
30 They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.
31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.
32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.
Prov 20:1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.
Isa 5:11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until
night, till wine inflame them!
Rom 14: 13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.
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14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth
any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.
15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for
whom Christ died.
Eph 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
Nabal’s death:
1Sam 25:37 But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal <05037>, and his wife had
told him these things, that his heart died within him, and he became as a stone.
38 And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal <05037>, that he died.
Rom 12: 17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I
will repay, saith the Lord.
20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire
on his head.
21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
Abigail:
026 ‘ אביגילAbiygayil ab-ee-gah’- yil or shorter ‘ אביגלAbiygal ab-ee-gal’
AV-Abigail 17; 17
Abigail= "my father is joy"
1) wife of Nabal, then of David
2) sister of David
Abigail’s Character:
1Sam 25:3 Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail <026>: and she was a woman of
good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was of
the house of Caleb.
Prov 31: 10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.
11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.
12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.
13 She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.
14 She is like the merchants’ ships; she bringeth her food from afar.
15 She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.
16 She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.
17 She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.
18 She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night.
19 She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.
20 She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.
21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet.
22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.
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Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.
She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.
Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come.
She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.
She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.
Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.
Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.
Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.

Abigail takes action to counteract Nabal’s rude behaviour:
1Sam 25:14 But one of the young men told Abigail <026>, Nabal’s wife, saying, Behold, David sent messengers out
of the wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on them.
18 Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed,
and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them
on asses.
19 And she said unto her servants, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. But she told not her husband Nabal.
Prov 15:1 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.
Abigail shows wisdom in her talk with David:
1Sam 25: 20 And it was so, as she rode on the ass, that she came down by the covert of the hill, and, behold, David
and his men came down against her; and she met them.
21 Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was
missed of all that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me evil for good.
22 So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all that pertain to him by the morning light any
that pisseth against the wall.
23 And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed
herself to the ground,
24 And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and let thine handmaid, I pray thee,
speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine handmaid.
25 Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name,
and folly is with him: but I thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send.
26 Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the LORD hath withholden thee from
coming to shed blood, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that seek
evil to my lord, be as Nabal.
27 And now this blessing which thine handmaid hath brought unto my lord, let it even be given unto the young men
that follow my lord.
28 I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid: for the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house;
because my lord fighteth the battles of the LORD, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days.
29 Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul: but the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life
with the LORD thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of the middle of a sling.
30 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have done to my lord according to all the good that he hath
spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler over Israel;
31 That this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast shed blood
causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself: but when the LORD shall have dealt well with my lord, then
remember thine handmaid.
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Abigail deals wisely with her drunken husband:
1Sam 25:36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the feast of a king; and Nabal’s
heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, until the
morning light.
37 But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things,
that his heart died within him, and he became as a stone.
38 And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died.
1Peter 3:1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may
without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;
2 While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.
3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel;
4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.
5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in
subjection unto their own husbands:
6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid
with any amazement.
7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.
Abigail became David’s wife:
1Sam 25:39 And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the LORD, that hath pleaded the cause
of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant from evil: for the LORD hath returned the
wickedness of Nabal upon his own head. And David sent and communed with Abigail, to take her to him to wife.
40 And when the servants of David were come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake unto her, saying, David sent us unto
thee, to take thee to him to wife.
41 And she arose, and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said, Behold, let thine handmaid be a servant to
wash the feet of the servants of my lord.
42 And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five damsels of hers that went after her; and she went
after the messengers of David, and became his wife.

